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Consequences in the chemical industry







UK Competent Authorities: no participation in EU 
decision-making
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• Article 6: References to the Union and to Member States

1. For the purposes of this Agreement, all references to Member States and 
competent authorities of Member States in provisions of Union law made 
applicable by this Agreement shall be read as including the United Kingdom and 
its competent authorities, except as regards:

…

(b) the participation in the decision-making and governance of the bodies, offices and 
agencies of the Union;



Biocides and PPPs: UK to transfer ongoing activities
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• Article 40: Transfer of files and documents relating to ongoing procedures

• The United Kingdom shall transfer without delay to the competent authority of a Member State designated in accordance 
with the procedures provided for in the applicable Union law all relevant files or documents in relation to assessments, 
approvals and authorisations ongoing on the day before the date of entry into force of this Agreement and led by a United 
Kingdom competent authority in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 528/201215, Regulation (EC) No 1107/200916, 
Directive 2001/83/EC17 and Directive 2001/82/EC18 of the European Parliament and of the Council.



BREXIT: Transition Phase 
(until 31 December 2020)
Quoted articles refer to Draft Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community
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Area Issue UK Involvement in case Withdrawal Agreement Concluded

Chem. Registration, 
Authorisation

Grandfathered: status of UK based registrants remains unchanged. 
Art. 122/1: …Union law shall be applicable to and in the United Kingdom during the 
transition period.
Art. 122/6: …any reference to Member States in the Union law applicable pursuant to 
paragraph 1… shall be understood as including the United Kingdom.

Evaluation UK cannot be a leading authority, transfer of documents to another 
EU competent authority

Restrictions

Biocides assessment/approval 
active substances

UK cannot be a leading authority, transfer of documents to another 
EU competent authority

authorisation biocidal 
products

HSE will be able to process product applications for the UK market 
under the national authorisation route

PPPs (re-) authorisation 
active substances

UK cannot be a leading authority, transfer of documents to another 
EU competent authority

Maximum Residue 
Levels
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To examine the following perspectives:

• The scale of the problem for the chemical sector. Value Chain

• Why UK should stay in REACH and biocides.

• Why should UK be able to cherry picking?

• Impact on registrations and authorisations of Chemicals and biocides

• What the Agencies´existing third country relations can teach us about
the future EU-UK relationship

• Future Regulatory Cooperation?

• How well prepared is the chemicals sector compared with other 
industries?


